
It  is  wo rth  co ns idering  a s ecu re s to rage
s ite

 W in ter care  fo r you r m otorh om e

If you  dec ide to pu t you r m otorh om e or cam pervan  in to h ibern ation  for th e w in ter –If you  dec ide to pu t you r m otorh om e or cam pervan  in to h ibern ation  for th e w in ter –

or lay u p as it’s com m on ly kn ow n  – th en  you  n eed to con sider w h ere to store it an dor lay u p as it’s com m on ly kn ow n  – th en  you  n eed to con sider w h ere to store it an d

pu t som e m easu res in  place to preven t it from  deterioratin g w h en  it is station arypu t som e m easu res in  place to preven t it from  deterioratin g w h en  it is station ary

du rin g th e cold, dam p m on th s.du rin g th e cold, dam p m on th s.

This  Da ta  Shee t  provide s  in fo rma t ion on dea l ing  w ith  po tent ia l p rob lems  w ith  bo th the  ba se

veh icle  and the  hab ita t ion a rea , a long  w ith  t ips  on s e curity is s ue s . The  advice  he re  is  ba sed  on

com mon s ense  and w e l l-t rie d  procedure s , w hich i f  ca rrie d  out  s hou ld  make  sure  your f irs t  out ing

in  your mo to rhome  a fte r the  la y up  a  s imp le  one  requ iring  m in imum  prepa ra t ion. It  is  impo rtant ,

though, to  che ck your mo to rhome  handbook fo r any s pe cif ic advice  fo r ove r-w inte ring .

W here to  store
Fo r mos t  peop le  the  cho ice  on w he re  to  s to re  a

moto rhome  ove r w inte r is  be tw een home  o r a  remote

s to rage  compound such a s  a  camps ite , s pe cia l is t

s to rage  s ite , a  fa rm  o r s im ila r. 

W he reve r you choose  to  s to re  it , you need to  be

sa t is f ie d  the re  a re  s uff icie nt  s e curity measure s  on the

moto rhome  and pro te ct ive  measure s  a round it  to

prevent  the ft  o f the  un it  o r it s  contents .

To  f ind  a  C lub  s to rage  s ite  nea r you, vis it  the  s to rage

and s eaona l p it ch page  he re  . A lte rna t ive ly, the

Ca ravan Sto rage  Site  O w ne rs  As socia t ion (CaSSO A)

o ffe rs  a  range  o f s ite s  throughout  the  count ry graded

acco rd ing  to  the ir s e curity provis ions . U se  o f an unse cured  lo ca t ion may prove  to  be  a  fa ls e
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S imp le mechan ical meas u res  can  enhance
yo ur mo to rho me's  s ecu rity

K eep  F lo eing  d rain  do wn  s ys tem

e conom y.

V is it  a  s to rage  s ite  be fo re  booking  your p la ce  to  che ck how  and w he re  the  moto rhome  w il l  be

s to red . Look fo r a  ha rds tand ing , a s  mo to rhomes  tend to  s t rugg le  ga in ing  t ra ct ion on s o ft  w e t

ground. A ls o  look out  fo r ove rhang ing  t re e s  tha t  can cause  nu is ance  and damage  from  fa l l ing

le ave s , b ranche s  and b ird  dropp ings .

Che ck the  te rms  and cond it ions  o f the  s ite . A re  the re  re s t ricte d  a cce s s  t imes  o r ba t te ry cha rg ing

fa ci l i t ie s ?  And, ve ry impo rtant , do  they have  a  ve rm in cont ro l p rogramme? Infe s ta t ions  o f m ice

and o the r ve rm in can w re ck a  mo to rhome  and such damage  is  usua l ly e xcluded from  insurance

po l icie s . F ina l ly, i f  you a re  ab le  to  a cce s s  your mo to rhome  w ithout  rigo rous  s e curity che cks  it

cou ld  be  a s  e a sy fo r a  th ie f. 

Sto ring  your mo to rhome  a t  home  can be  a

conven ient  and low  cos t  opt ion but  you need to

cons ide r s e curity re qu irements . Re fe r to  the  C lub ’s

Da ta  Shee t: Se curing  your ca ravan, mo to rhome  o r

t ra i le r. Soph is t ica ted  a la rms  and a fte r-the ft  re cove ry

sys tems  can be  e ffe ct ive  and a re  o ften an insurance

company requ irement . How eve r, you shou ld  a ls o

cons ide r add it iona l s imp le  mechanica l but  e ffe ct ive

measure s  s uch a s  a  clutch o r s te e ring  w hee l lo ck,

w hich a re  e xce l le nt  vis ib le  de te rrents  to  th ie ve s .

Y our insurance  company w il l  need  to  know  about  your s e curity measure s .

Preparing for storage and lay  up
A fte r s e curity, e nem y numbe r one  during  w inte r s to rage  is  fro s t  damage  due  to  w a te r le ft  in  the

moto rhom e , clo s e ly fo l low ed by prob lems  a ris ing  from  damp and mould .

T he  w a te r syste m 

Any w a te r le ft  in  the  moto rhome  supp ly s ys tem  is  l ia b le  to  fre e ze  and cause  damage  during

fre e z ing  w ea the r. Ensure  you dra in  dow n the  w ho le  s ys tem , includ ing  the  w a te r hea te r and taps . 

U se  o f a  proprie ta ry dra in  dow n s ys tem , s uch a s  the

one  produced by Floe , is  an e ffe ct ive  w ay o f a ch ie ving

fu l l  d ra in  dow n.

If you have  an A lde  o r s im ila r w e t  hea t ing  s ys tem , the

hea t  t rans fe r f lu id  is  de s igned to  rema in in  the  s ys tem

a ll yea r round, a s  long  a s  the  ant i-fre e ze  s o lut ion is

ma inta ined  in  a cco rdance  w ith  the  manufa cture r’s

requ irem ents .

Dra in dow n proce dure

1. Sta rt  by open ing  a l l  o f the  moto rhome ’s  taps , no t  fo rge t t ing  the  s how e r. Fo r m ixe r taps

ensure  the  le ve r is  in  the  cent ra l pos it ion to  a l low  fo r bo th ho t  and co ld  w a te r to  dra in . It  is

usua l ly be s t  to  remove  the  s how e r head to  empty it  o f w a te r

2. Dra in  the  fre sh w a te r tank and open the  w a te r s ys tem  dra in  va lve  in  the  van, w hich is  usua l ly

s itua ted  clo s e  to  the  w a te r hea te r

3. Run your pum p fo r a  few  moments  to  cle a r it  o f w a te r. Mos t  good pumps  can be  run dry fo r

sho rt  pe riods  w ithout  caus ing  any ha rm



O pen ing  the in ternal d rain  valve w ill emp ty
the majo rity o f the fres h  water

C lean  g rit  filter wh ile the s ys tem is  emp ty

S et  s ing le lever tap s  to
cen tral o pen  po s it io n  to

d rain

O ld  ankle s to ckings  make an
ideal mes h  co ver fo r d rain

o u t lets

4. Remove  any f i l te rs  tha t  may ho ld  re s idua l w a te r. I f

i t  is  a  ca rbon f i l te r de s igned to  improve  ta s te , le ave

it  out  unt i l  a fte r you ’ve  brought  the  moto rhome  out

o f it s  w inte r la y up  and s te ri l is e d  the  w a te r s ys tem

a t  the  s ta rt  o f the  new  s ea son, a s  s te ri l is ing

so lut ions  usua l ly damage  such f i l te rs . O n ly f it  a  new

fi lte r a fte r s te ri l is a t ion is  comple ted

5. Many

moto rhomes  use  a  me ta l-s cre en grit  f i l t e r lo ca ted  next  to  the  on-boa rd  pump. Th is  w i l l  no t

ho ld  w a te r l ike  a  ca rbon f i l te r but  it  is  w o rth cle an ing  the  s cre en w hile  the  s ys tem  is  d ra ined

dow n

6. Do  no t  fo rge t  your anci l la ry w a te r e qu ipment  s uch a s  e xte rna l pumps  fo r f i l l ing  the  tank and

po rtab le  w a te r conta ine rs . Ensure  they a re  dra ined  and a l low ed to  dry out  to  pre vent  mould

grow th

7. I f you do  no t  have  a  Floe  dra inage  o r s im ila r s ys tem  fit te d , the  next  be s t  w ay to  e va cua te  the

la s t  d rops  o f w a te r in  your s ys tem  is  to  s hake  it  out . F irs t , d ra in  dow n the  w a te r tanks  a t  the

cam ps ite ’s  m o to rhome  s e rvice  po int  o r s im ila r be fo re  you drive  o ff s ite  on your la s t

mo to rhome  out ing  o f the  s ea son. W hen on ly a  sma ll amount  o f w a te r is  le ft  onboa rd , open a l l

the  va lve s  s oon a fte r you e xit  the  camps ite  and drive  ba ck w ith  a l l  the  dra in  va lve s  and taps

open. It  is  impo rtant  to  dra in  the  tanks  ons ite  f irs t , to  avo id  cre a t ing  a  dange r o r nu is ance  to

o the r road  use rs

8. Leave  the  taps  fu l ly open ove r w inte r jus t  in  ca se  any w a te r is

t rapped in  the  tap  body. Th is  w i l l  p rovide  room  fo r e xpans ion i f

re s idua l w a te r fre e ze s . But  ensure  pow e r to  the  pump is

sw itched o ff

9. Even if  sma ll  pocke ts  o f w a te r rema in ing  in  the  s ys tem  do  no t

cause  dam age , s uch s tagnant  w a te r doe s  no t  bode  w e l l  fo r the

sa fe ty o r ta s te  o f w a te r next  s e a son

10. Remembe r, it ’s  no t  on ly the  fre shw a te r s ys tem  tha t  needs  to  be

dra ined  dow n. Ensure  the  w as te  tank is  empty and if  your

moto rhome  has it s  ow n ca s se t te  to i le t  f lush w a te r s upp ly tank th is  needs  to  be  dra ined  too

(s ee  the  ca s s e t te  to i le t  s e ct ion)

11. It  is  good to  vent  your w as te  and fre shw a te r tanks  by

 le aving  the  dra in  va lve s  open, but  cove r the  out le ts  w ith  mesh

to  s top  ins e cts  and o the r cre a ture s  s e t t ing  up  home  in  your

tanks .

 



O pen ing  up  flo o r lo ckers
enco u rages  airflo w th ro ugh  the
van  fro m  d ro p  o u t  air ven ts

F it  w in ter co vers  to  fridge ex terio r
ven ts

 
 
 
 
K eeping dam p and m ou ld at bay
Mo is ture  is  a  re a l e nemy during  w inte r la y ups  fo r bo th the  ba se  veh icle  and hab ita t ion a rea .

A  damp a tm osphe re  can cre a te  the  cond it ions  fo r moulds  and fungus  to  grow , w hich can be

pa rt icu la rly damag ing  fo r s o ft  furn is h ings . Mo is ture  can a ls o  be  ha rm fu l to  e le ct ron ics  in  the

cont ro l s ys tems  fo r the  hab ita t ion equ ipment  and unde r the  da shboa rd  o f the  ba se  veh icle . 

Idea l ly the  be s t  w ay to  l im it  damp cond it ions  is  to  provide  w a rm th and a  f low  o f a ir through the

van. It  is  e xpens ive  to  provide  hea t ing  and in  many s to rage  lo ca t ions  it  is  impra ct ica l, but

vent i la t ion is  pos s ib le . Mo to rhomes  have  a  ce rta in  amount  o f pe rmanent  vent i la t ion bu i lt  in to

the  roo f open ings  e ven w hen clo s ed. Mo re  vent i la t ion is  p re fe rab le  but  w e ighted  aga ins t  th is  is

the  prob lem  o f s e curity from  w indow s  le ft  in  the  ‘a ja r’ s e t t ing  and insurance  company

requ irem ents . Roo f l ights  le ft  open can be  an invita t ion to  ve rm in and damage  from  w inte r

s to rms , s o  aga in  you a re  le ft  w ith  a ccept ing  the  moto rhome ’s  ow n bu i lt -in  vent i la t ion opt ion. 

E le ct ric dehum id if ie rs  a re  an opt ion i f  the  furn is h ings  a re  pa rt icu la rly damp on la y-up, a s  is  a  box

o f d rying  s a lt s , but  in  the  long  te rm  the  moto rhome ’s  vent i la t ion w il l  mean you a re  s imp ly t rying

to  dehum id ify the  a ir s urround ing  the  toure r.

Ensure  you open up  the  inte rio r lo cke rs  in  the  l iving  qua rte rs ,

pa rt icu la rly w he re  the  ga s  drop  out  vents  a re  lo ca ted , a s  th is

w il l  e ncourage  a  f low  o f a ir throughout  the  van. Any doo rs  o r

lo cke rs  le ft  open shou ld  be  s e cured  in  pos it ion i f  you have  an

a la rm  w ith  in te rna l s e curity movement  s enso r a s  th is  w i l l

he lp  pre vent  t rigge ring  fa ls e  a la rms .

W hile  a s  m uch a ir f low  a s  pos s ib le  is  to  be  encouraged through the  van, i f  your veh icle  doe s  no t

have  a  cove r f it te d  and it  is  s to red  in  an e xposed pos it ion, you shou ld  f it  fridge  w inte r vent

cove rs  to  pre vent  ins e cts , ra in  and snow  ge t t ing  in .



Latch  o r wedge o pen
yo ur fridge do o r to  help

p reven t  mo u ld

R educe the ris k o f mo u ld  by up -end ing
upho ls tery

T op T ip
Take  the  m oto rhome  out  fo r a  good run pe rhaps  once  a  month on a  f ine  dry day during  it s

w inte r la y up  to  vent i la te  the  veh icle  and he lp  pre vent  the  runn ing  gea r from  se iz ing  up

 
 
In terior c lean ing
Even w ith  vent i la t ion, g iven the  l ike ly w inte r a tmosphe re  the re  is  s t i l l  a  ris k o f mould  and fungus

grow th w ith in  the  l iving  qua rte rs  s o  cons ide r the  fo l low ing  to  m in im is e  th is  ris k:

Remove  a l l  t ra ce s  o f food  from  the  moto rhome  and 

tho roughly cle an the  kit chen and app l iance s  w ith  products  s u itab le

fo r the  m a te ria ls  and  surfa ce s  w ith in  the  moto rhome . T ra ce s  o f

food  can encourage  mould  grow th and a t t ra ct  ve rm in

Ensure  the  fridge  doo r is  kept  a ja r, e ithe r w ith  the  s pe cia l ca tch

supp l ie d  o r w edge  it  open. Removing  conta ine rs  can he lp  w ith  a ir

circu la t ion.

Vacuum  the  f loo r and upho ls te ry and w ipe  dow n ha rd  s urfa ce s  to

remove  any crumbs  tha t  cou ld  congea l in to  a  crus t  w ith  damp

Cons ide r ta king  s o ft  furn is h ings  s uch a s  s ea t  cush ions , curta ins

and o the r fabrics  in to  the  house . Th is  w i l l  a ls o  make  the

moto rhome  a  le s s  a t t ra ct ive  propos it ion fo r a  th ie f

If you keep s o ft  furn is h ings  in  p la ce  ins ide  the  moto rhome , cove r

them  w ith  a  brea thab le  cove r s uch a s  an o ld  co t ton shee t . P la ce

sea t  cush ions  upright  fo r improved vent i la t ion, e spe cia l ly w ith in

moto rhomes  tha t  have  s o l id  bed  ba se s

B l inds  can be  clo s ed  to  s h ie ld  the  ins ide  fabrics

from  sun l ight  but  on ly i f  they a re  no t  s pring

ope ra ted . W hen clo s ed  fo r an e xtended pe riod  the

springs  a re  s t re tched and w eakened

Me ta l pa rts  s uch a s  h inge s  can be  cle aned and

l ight ly o i le d  to  pro te ct  aga ins t  rus t , but  keep o i l

cle a r o f ad ja cent  s urfa ce s . A lte rna t ive ly us e

The t fo rd ’s  s i l icon s pray w hich is  s a fe  on mos t

moto rhome  p la s t ics  e xcept  a cryl ic w indow s .

T op T ips

1. Make  ca rdboa rd  ins e rts  to  f it  on the  ins ide  o f w indow s  to  s ave  your b l ind  s prings  and

fad ing  o f curta ins  w hile  in  s to rage

2. A  l ight  dus t ing  on rubbe r w indow  and doo r s ea ls  w ith  ta lcum  pow de r can pre vent  them

s t icking .



C heck the bas e veh icle handbo o k fo r
s to rage advice

C ho ck the veh icle's
wheels  s o  handb rake

can  be left  o ff

T he base veh ic le
It  is  impo rtant  to  rem embe r pro longed ina ct ivity is  no t  re commended fo r ba se  veh icle  eng ine s ,

e le ct rica l s ys tem s  o r runn ing  gea r. Mos t  mo to rhomes  a re  ba sed on a  commercia l veh icle  de s igned

to  w o rk e ve ry day, s o  idea l ly ta ke  it  out  fo r a  drive  regu la rly during  it s  w inte r la y up . Th is  d rive

shou ld  la s t  long  enough to  ensure  a  pe riod  o f d riving  a t  no rma l ope ra t ing  tempe ra ture  to  keep a l l

the  w o rking  pa rts  a t  the ir be s t .

As sum ing your ba se  veh icle  is  s e rviced  a cco rd ing  to  the  manufa cture r’s  re commenda t ions , the

eng ine  coo lant  s hou ld  conta in  s uff icie nt  ant i-fre e ze  to  ensure  the  s a fe ty o f the  eng ine . But

cons ide r the  fo l low ing  a ct ions :

Che ck the  handbook fo r advice  about  pro longed

ina ct ivity o f the  veh icle

Cha rge  the  eng ine  ba t te ry on a  regu la r ba s is  to

keep it  in  good cond it ion – re ad  more  on th is  in

Ma inta in ing  ba t te ry pow e r (be low )

Increa se  the  s t rength o f the  w inds cre en w ashe r

so lut ion a s  re commended by the  manufa cture r to

ensure  pro te ct ion fo r s ub-ze ro  tempe ra ture s

Mo is ture -laden a ir can be  a  prob lem  in  your fue l

tank, s o  top  up  your tank to  fu l l  jus t  be fo re  s to ring .

Th is  w ay the re  is  le s s  chance  o f co rro s ion occurring

in  the  tank and w a te r ge t t ing  into  the  fue l

In f la te  your tyre s  to  the  maximum re commended f igure  s o

they a re  be t te r ab le  to  w iths tand the  deve lopment  o ff la t  s po ts

ove r a  long  pe riod  o f rema in ing  s ta t ic. It 's  a  good t ime  to  g ive

them  a  once  ove r too , s e e  our Da ta  Shee t  on tyre  ca re  he re .

Idea l ly you shou ld  move  the  van from  t ime  to  t ime  to  ensure  no

one  s e ct ion o f tyre  is  cont inua l ly loaded. I f you have  a  hydrau l ic

le ve l l ing  s ys tem  fit te d  you can ja ck up  the  veh icle  s o  the re  is  no

w e ight  on the  tyre s  and provide  ano the r le ve l o f s e curity

U se  w hee l chocks  and put  the  veh icle  in  gea r to  s e cure  the  veh icle

ra the r than keep ing  the  handbrake  on, w hich is  l ike ly to  s e iz e  up

on the  brake  drums  o r d is cs  ove r w inte r

O ld  eng ine  o i l  conta ins  mo is ture , me ta l pa rt icle s , s ludge  and

co rros ive  e lements  s o  it  can be  a rgued the  onse t  o f w inte r be fo re

la ying  up  is  the  be s t  t ime  to  rep la ce  the  o i l  and  f i l te r. Y ou shou ld

s e rvice  the  veh icle  a cco rd ing  to  the  manufa cture r’s

re comm enda t ions  but  have  it  ins pe cted  annua l ly, fo r the  s ake  o f s a fe ty

T op T ip

Put  a  no te  on the  da shboa rd  to  rem ind you to  re ve rs e  any tempora ry change s  s uch a s  tyre

pre s sure s  and chocks

 
 
 
 



A  b reathab le co ver can  help  p res erve yo u r
mo to rho me's  appearance

T o  cover or not?
Le ft  in  the  open e xposed to  the  e lements  your

moto rhom e  w il l  s u ffe r from  a  bu i ld -up  o f g rime

and a lgae  grow th, pa rt icu la rly on the  roo f and

a round t rimm ings . In  s pring , removing  the se

w inte r a ccumula t ions  is  l ike ly to  requ ire  s e ve ra l

s tage s  o f ca re fu l w ash ing  to  avo id  grind ing  grit

in to  the  pa intw o rk, us ing  a  f ine  brush to  remove

a lgae  bu i ld  up  a round w indow  frames  and o the r

t rim m ings .

Fit t ing  your mo to rhom e  w ith  a  cove r w il l  mean

tha t  once  it ’s  rem oved you can beg in  touring  w ith

a  cle an veh icle  s t ra ight  aw ay. Tha t  is  no t  to  s ay

w ash ing  can be  avo ided  ent ire ly be cause  it  is  e s s ent ia l the  moto rhome  bodyw ork is  cle aned

tho roughly be fo re  the  cove r is  put  in  p la ce . Fa i lure  to  do  s o  can re su lt  in  g rit  depos ite d  on the

body be ing  ground into  the  pa intw o rk by the  cove r.

If you ’re  cons ide ring  long  te rm  s to rage  o r f it t ing  a  cove r, be  s ure  to  che ck the  de ta i l  o f your

moto rhom e  insurance  po l icy and any conve rte r o r ba se  veh icle  w a rranty tha t  s t i l l  a pp l ie s ,

rega rd ing  w a te r ingre s s  and pa int  f in is h.

An a lte rna t ive  to  us ing  a  cove r is  to  app ly a  pro te ct ive  coa t ing  s uch a s  Fenw ick’s  O ve rw inte ring

Exte rio r P ro te cto r. Th is  is  s prayed o r b rushed on to  the  un it  a fte r cle an ing  and le ave s  a  coa t ing

tha t  re pe ls  w a te r d irt  and  a lgae . The  coa t ing  can be  w ashed o ff w ith  a  s t rong s o lut ion o f cle ane r,

but  a s  it  is  b io -degradab le , it  is  l ike ly a  no rma l w ash a t  the  end o f the  w inte r la y up  w il l  rem ove

a l l  t ra ce s  o f the  coa t ing .

C hoosing a  cove r

O pt  fo r a  good purpose -made  cove r tha t  is  b re a thab le  w ith  a  s o ft  unde rs ide . A  brea thab le

fabric is  e s s ent ia l to  pre vent  a  bu i ld -up  o f condensa t ion ins ide  and outs ide  the  van

A  cove r ta i lo r-made  fo r your pa rt icu la r mo to rhome  body w ith  a l low ance s  fo r a fte r-ma rke t

f it t ings  s uch a s  s a te l l i te  d is he s  and b ike  ra cks  s hou ld  e l im ina te  any e xce s s  o f loose  fabric.

W ith  an adequa te  numbe r o f fa s ten ings , th is  s hou ld  pre vent  cha fing  o f bodyw ork in  w indy

w ea the r

A  s o ft  unde rs ide  ma te ria l furthe r re duce s  the  ris k o f the  bodyw ork be ing  ma rked by movem ent

o f the  cove r in  w indy w ea the r.

Neve r us e  cl ing  f i lm  to  pro te ct  w indow s  from  abra s ions  a s  it  can damage  a cryl ic ma te ria ls ,

good qua l ity cove rs  w il l  p rovide  s ome  add it iona l pa ckag ing  su itab le  fo r th is  purpose .

Che ck how  ea sy a  cove r is  to  f it . It  is  w o rth cons ide ring  fe a ture s  to  s imp li fy f it t ing

Remembe r to  o rde r a  cove r w ith  open ings  i f  you w il l  ne ed  a cce s s  to  the  moto rhome  ent ry doo r

o r e xte rna l lo cke rs  during  the  w inte r

Che ck the  gua rantee  pe riod  but  remembe r tha t  the  cove r is  a  s a crif icia l la ye r. The  l i fe  o f the

cove r w il l  depend on the  amount  it ’s  us ed  and the  cond it ions  it ’s  us ed  in . It s  l i fe  w i l l  be

reduced if  us ed  e xtens ive ly in  s ummer months  w hen u lt ra -vio le t  l ight  degrada t ion w il l  ta ke  it s

to l l  on the  cove r fabric

Che ck i f  p ro te ct ive  cush ion ing  is  p rovided  fo r aw kw a rd  pro t rus ions  on your van tha t  i f  le ft

unpro te cted  can p ie rce  the  cove r

W ith a  cove r f it te d  your roo f-mounted  s o la r pane l w i l l  no  longe r funct ion. Made -to -measure

cove r s upp l ie rs  can provide  a  t rans lucent  s e ct ion ove r the  s o la r pane l i f  i t  is  e s s ent ia l fo r

ma inta in ing  your ba t te rie s , but  gene ra l ly they cons ide r it  in t roduce s  a  w eakne s s  into  the

cove r and w il l  re duce  the  ene rgy the  pane l can abso rb .



D rain  the cas s ette to ilet
flu s h  tank (if o ne is  fit ted )

Thet fo rd 's  s ilico n  s p ray
keeps  cas s ette s eals  s upp le

T op T ip

W ash dow n a  brea thab le  cove r from  t ime  to  t ime . Th is  w i l l  make  sure  tha t  any a ccumula ted

grime  doe s  no t  re duce  it s  b re a thab i l i ty.

 C assette  to ilet and w aste tank
W hen prepa ring  your ca s s e t te  and tank fo r w inte r it  is  a ls o  a  good t ime  to  prepa re  it  fo r the  new

season ahead. The  f irs t  e s s ent ia l is  to  ensure  the  to i le t  ca s s e t te  is  empty a fte r it s  la s t  us e .

C le an the  bow l and ca s se t te  body w ith  products  s uch a s  The t fo rd ’s  ba throom  cle ane r. I f the re

is  a  bu i ld -up  o f l imes ca le  o r o the r ma t te r in  the  bow l us e  The t fo rd ’s  s pe cia l is t  to i le t  cle ane r.

C le an ing  w ith  a  s t i f f  b rush may be  needed too . Do  no t  us e  domes t ic cle an ing  products

anyw he re  on a  to i le t  ca s s e t te  a s  they a re  l ike ly to  cause  damage  to  the  ca s s e t te  components

Fo r to i le t  un it s  tha t  have  a  ded ica ted  f lush w a te r

 s upp ly tank, th is  tank needs  to  be  dra ined  us ing  the  dra in  tube

acce s sed  jus t  ins ide  the  ca s s e t te  hous ing  e xte rna l doo r.

Remembe r to  pre s s  the  f lush but ton to  remove  any re s idua l

w a te r in  the  ca s s e t te  pump. Fo r cent ra l ly-fe d  ca s s e t te s  it  is

a ls o  a  good idea  to  pre s s  the  f lush but ton a fte r d ra in ing  the

fre sh w a te r s ys tem

U se  spe cia l tank cle an ing  f lu id  (The t fo rd  and Fenw ick bo th make

th is  p roduct ) in  a  w a rm  w a te r s o lut ion to  s oak and cle an the

ins ide  o f the  ca s s e t te . Ensure  a l l  s urfa ce s  ge t  a  s oaking , gent ly

ag ita te  from  t ime  to  t ime  and then le ave  ove rn ight

C le an the  ca s s e t te  va lve  b lade  and s ea ls  us ingThe t fo rd ’s  ba throom  cle ane r and then l ight ly

coa t  them  w ith  o l ive  o i l  o r us e  The t fo rd ’s  s e a l lubricant  s pray, w hich can be  e a s ie r to  app ly.

App lying  lubricant  to  the  s ea ls  w i l l  e nsure  they rema in s upp le  and pre vent  them  s t icking

during  the  s to rage  pe riod  o f d is use . Neve r us e  Vase l ine  o r o the r vege tab le  o i l  e xcept  o l ive  o i l

a s  they may cause  de te rio ra t ion o f the  s ea l ma te ria l

A fte r d ra in ing , rins e  w e l l  s o  the re  is  no  cle an ing  f lu id  re s idue  le ft  to  in te rfe re  w ith  to i le t  f lu id

a ct ion, e spe cia l ly i f  you use  environmenta l ly-frie nd ly b io log ica l f lu ids

The  s ame  tank cle ane r can be  used  fo r your gre y 

w as te  tank

Rep la ce  the  ca s s e t te  in  the  moto rhome  and pa rt ia l ly open the

b lade  va lve  to  vent  the  tank and pre vent  s t icking . 

Remembe r, i f  le ft  unt i l  the  s ta rt  o f the  next  s e a son a ccumula ted

depos it s  w i l l  d ry out  and be  a l l  the  ha rde r to  remove .

M ain tain ing battery  pow er
La ck o f us e  fo r long  pe riods  can s ee  bo th the  veh icle  and le is ure  ba t te rie s  be com ing to ta l ly

d is cha rged and in  s uch a  s ta te  the  o rig ina l capacity canno t  be  fu l ly re s to red . Pe rmanent  dam age

can be  caused to  the  ba t te rie s .



Cons ide r d is conne ct ing  and removing  the  le is ure  ba t te ry to  a  ga rage  w he re  it s  s ta te  o f cha rge

can be  m onito red  and cha rg ing  unde rtaken a s  and w hen requ ired , but  be  s ure  to  che ck your

ow ne r m anua l f irs t  –  s ome  conve rte rs  advis e  no t  d is conne ct ing  the  le is ure  ba t te ry fo r the  w inte r.

Fo r mos t  m o to rhomes  ba t te ry remova l is  no t  e a s i ly a ch ie ved hence  it  is  impo rtant  to  m in im is e

the  ra te  o f ba t te ry d is cha rge  by ensuring  on ly e s s ent ia l e qu ipment  is  ta king  pow e r. I f ba t te rie s

a re  no t  pow e ring  a  s e curity s ys tem  then it  is  be s t  to  d is conne ct  them . W he re  the re  is  a  s e curity

s ys tem  re lying  on ba t te ry pow e r, e nsure  the  re s t  o f the  moto rhome ’s  e le ct rica l e qu ipment  is

is o la ted  from  the  ba t te ry. I f no t  a lre ady ins ta l le d  cons ide r having  an ba t te ry is o la t ion sw itch

fit te d  o r rem ove  the  ba t te ry fus e . Jus t  a  few  mA consumpt ion ove r a  pro longed pe riod  w il l  d ra in  a

ba t te ry and e ven a  fu l ly-d is conne cted  ba t te ry w il l  na tura l ly lo s e  cha rge  ove r t ime .

Regula r d riving  out  to  re cha rge  bo th ba t te rie s  is  one  opt ion w ith  the  added bene fit s  to  the

ove ra l l  w e l l-be ing  o f the  moto rhome . A lte rna t ive ly, a  s o la r roo f pane l o f a t  le a s t  40W , is  l ike ly to

provide  enough pow e r w hile  in  s to rage  to  keep veh icle  and le is ure  ba t te rie s  topped up, e ven

during  du l l  w inte r months . Che ck your cont ro l s ys tem  a l low s  fo r the  s o la r pane l to  cha rge  the

veh icle  ba t te ry a s  w e l l  a s  the  le is ure  ba t te ry.

Fo r furthe r in fo rma t ion on ba t te ry ca re  re fe r to  the  C lub ’s  Da ta  Shee ts  A  gu ide  to  le is ure

ba t te rie s  and Cha rg ing  a  le is ure  ba t te ry.

G as system s
Be fo re  you s to re  your mo to rhome , che ck a l l  va lve s  on ga s  cyl inde rs  a re  clo s ed  o r i f  cl ip -on type

regu la to rs  a re  used  make  sure  they a re  d is conne cted  and caps  o r clo ths  a re  f it te d  ove r the  ends

o f any open p ipew ork. W hen hand l ing , conne ct ing  o r d is conne ct ing  ga s  cyl inde rs , e nsure  eng ine s

and e le ct rica l e qu ipment  a re  sw itched o ff. 

Che ck w ith  the  s to rage  s ite  ope ra to r i f  your ga s  cyl inde rs  may rema in in  your veh icle ’s  ga s  lo cke r.

If no t , you need to  f ind  an a lte rna t ive  s to rage  lo ca t ion fo r the  cyl inde rs . Sto rage  needs  to  be  in  a

vent i la ted  p la ce , p re fe rab ly in  the  open a ir w he re  in  the  ca se  o f a  f ire  the ir p re s ence  is  obvious

to  f ire  s e rvice . Gas  cyl inde rs  s hou ld  neve r be  s to red  nea r open dra ins , open ings  into  ce l la rs  (LPG

be ing  heavie r than a ir) o r nea r bu i ld ings . The  cyl inde rs  s hou ld  a ls o  be  kept  aw ay from  hea t  and

read i ly-ign itab le  ma te ria ls  and  co rro s ive  ma te ria ls .

W he re  bu lk tanks  a re  f it te d , make  sure  the  va lve  is  clo s ed. The re  is  no rma lly an e le ct rica l sw itch

provided  to  is o la te  the  cyl inde r w ith  a  ba ck-up w he reby once  the  hab ita t ion ba t te ry pow e r is  o ff

the  is o la t ing  va lve  is  automa t ica l ly clo s ed.



W inter storage check list
W ate r s ys tem  dra ined  and taps  le ft  open

W as te  and fre sh w a te r tanks  empt ie d  and va lve s  le ft  open

To i le t  ca s s e t te  empt ie d  and cle aned and f lush w a te r tank dra ined  (w he re  ins ta l le d)

A l l  food  and drinks  removed and inte rio r cle aned

Fridge  cle aned and doo r la tched open

Sea t  cush ions  removed o r s to red  upright  fo r good vent i la t ion

Ba t te rie s  cha rged and a rrangements  made  fo r monito ring

Eng ine  and w inds cre en w ash w a te r ant i-fre e ze  adequa te

Base  veh icle  and hab ita t ion s e rvice  s chedule s  a re  up  to  da te

Sto rage  and s e curity s e t  up  adequa te

Fue l tank fu l l

Veh icle  w hee ls  chocked, handbrake  o ff and  in  gea r

Tyre  pre s sure s  incre a sed

Acce s so rie s  prepa red  fo r s to rage  includ ing  aw ning

Gas  cyl inde rs  is o la ted  and removed if  ne ce s sa ry

Se curity a la rm , t ra cke r and o the r s e curity s ys tems  a ct iva ted

Drive  your m o to rhome  pe riod ica l ly i f  pos s ib le

U se ful furthe r re a ding

Da ta  Shee t  10 Se rvicing

Da ta  Shee t  15 Tyre s  and tyre  ca re

Da ta  Shee t  17 Ready fo r the  road

Da ta  Shee t  18 W inte r touring

Da te  Shee t  26 Mo to r Ca ravan - Sa fe  fo r the  road

A ll  C lub  Da ta  Shee ts  can be  a cce s sed  he re :

ht tps ://w w w .campingandca ravanningclub .co .uk/he lpandadvice /te chn ica lhe lp/da ta shee ts /



W eb :W eb : The  Camping  and Ca ravanning  C lub

Tel:Te l: 024 7647 5442

W eb :W eb : Sto rage  and s ea sona l p it che s

S torage  is  ava ilab le  a t  most  o f  our s it e s  and is  hass le - free  and c onvenient . Y ou c an s t o re
your unit  on s it e , reduc ing t he  t ime  and c ost  o f  t ow ing. S t o rage  is  ava ilab le  fo r t he  Summer o r
W int e r Season, o r on se le c t ed s it e s  a ll y ea r a round.

Tel:Te l: 024 7647 5557

W eb :W eb : Ca ravan Sto rage  Site  O w ne rs  As socia t ion (CASSO A)

Represent ing s t o rage  s it e  ow ne rs ’ a c ross  t he  UK and w orking t ow ards  minimis ing t he ft  by
promot ing t he  highest  leve ls  o f  se c urit y .

Tel:Te l: 0843 216 5802

W eb :W eb : Floe

A ir sy s t em des igned t o  remove  w a t e r from p ipew ork during pe riods  o f  s t o rage

Tel:Te l: 028 9247 4040

W eb :W eb : P ro  Te c Cove rs

M ake  and supply  good qua lit y  t a ilo red f it  c ove rs

Tel:Te l: 01274 780 088

W eb :W eb : Specia l is e d  Cove rs

M ake  and supply  good qua lit y  t a ilo red f it  c ove rs

Tel:Te l: 01943 864646

W eb :W eb : Fenw icks

C leaning produc t s  and ove rw int e ring f lu id

Tel:Te l: 01939 234 622

C o ntactsC o ntacts


