
U sin g  e lectricity  on  a  cam psite

W h en  you  con n ect to a cam psite electric  h ook-u p poin t you  are able to receive anW h en  you  con n ect to a cam psite electric  h ook-u p poin t you  are able to receive an

electric ity  su pply as you  w ou ld at h om e. B en efit from  expert advice, retail discou n tselectric ity  su pply as you  w ou ld at h om e. B en efit from  expert advice, retail discou n ts

an d m on ey off pitch  n igh t stays w h en  you  an d m on ey off pitch  n igh t stays w h en  you  join  th e C lu bjoin  th e C lu b ..

This  w i l l  be  a  nom ina l 230V , s ing le  phase , 50Hz  supp ly, w hich is  compa t ib le  w ith  U K  and mode rn

European ca ravans , mo to rhomes , t ra i le r te nts , fo ld ing  campe rs  and tent  hook-up conne ct ions .

Th is  e le ct rica l s upp ly can be  used  e ithe r d ire ct ly to  pow e r 230V  equ ipment  o r ind ire ct ly via  a

pow e r s upp ly un it  tha t  conve rts  the  ma ins  pow e r a t  230V  AC to  a  nom ina l 12V  DC, usua l ly in

conjunct ion w ith  a  le is ure  ba t te ry. Th is  Da ta  Shee t  looks  a t  how  to  use  th is  e le ct ricity s upp ly

s a fe ly and d is cus se s  it s  l im ita t ions .
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A  s ite’s  electrical s upp ly s ys tem s ho u ld  be
checked  regu larly by the s ite o perato r

A  typ ical s upp ly bo llard

S afety  is  param ount
Remembe r tha t  camping  on s ite  us ing  a  230V  e le ct ricity s upp ly w ith in  ca ravans , mo to rhomes  and

tents  re qu ire s  e ven more  ca re  than in  the  home . Be cause  your un it  is  mob ile  the re  is  a  grea te r

l ike l ihood o f th ings  go ing  w rong w ith  an e le ct rica l ins ta l la t ion than w ith  the  f ixed  ins ta l la t ion

w ith in  your house . It  is  the re fo re  impo rtant  you make  sure  your cab le s  and equ ipment  a re

ma inta ined  in  good cond it ion by s imp le  che cks  e ve ry t ime  you use  it , by regu la r inspe ct ions  by a

qua l i f ie d  te chn ician and a ls o  by us ing  it  in  a  s ens ib le  w ay.

Camps ite  ow ne rs  and management  te am  (in  the  ca se  o f the  C lub , the  C lub  and it s  Ho l iday Site

Manage rs ) a re  re spons ib le  fo r the  s a fe ty o f the  e le ct rica l s upp ly equ ipment  up  to  the  s ocke t

out le t  on the  s ite  bo l la rd  w he re  you conne ct  your hook-up cab le . Y ou a re  then re spons ib le  fo r the

sa fe ty o f the  hook-up cab le  and your un it ’s  e le ct rica l ins ta l la t ion. How eve r, the  Ho l iday Site

Manage rs  have  an ove ra l l  re spons ib i l i t y fo r the  s a fe ty o f a l l  campe rs  w hile  on the ir s ite , s o  i f  a

Ho l iday Site  Manage r no te s  any e le ct rica l e qu ipment  no t  confo rm ing  to  the  C lub ’s

re commenda t ions  o r conne cted  to  the  e le ct rica l s upp ly in  an unsa fe  manne r he  o r s he  is

empow e red to  d is conne ct  tha t  camping  un it .

S upply  bo llard
A  p it ch w ith  e le ct rica l hook-up w il l  have  an e le ct rica l

s upp ly bo l la rd  w ith in  about  20 me tre s . Ea ch C lub  hook-

up bo l la rd  is  ind ividua l ly p ro te cted  aga ins t  ove rload  by

a  m in ia ture  circu it  b re ake r (MCB) and a  re s idua l current

device  (RCD). 

The  MCB  is  a  device  to  pro te ct  the  s ite  cab l ing  from

ove rload ing  and l im its  the  amount  o f current  you can

draw  from  the  supp ly. Hook-ups  on C lub  s ite s  have

maximum  ra t ings  o f 10A  o r 16A  and th is  w i l l  l im it  the

numbe r o f app l iance s  you can use  a t  one  t ime  (s ee  the

How  much pow e r s e ct ion). The  RCD is  de s igned to  cut

o ff the  s upp ly i f  a  fau lt  o ccurs  in  your conne ct ing  le ad , ca ravan o r o the r camping  un it . How eve r,



C o mparing  electrical ho o k-
up  cab les  -  the b lue o ne is
1 .5mm s q  C S A  and  the
o range is  2 .5mm s q  C S A

to  maxim is e  s a fe ty your un it  s hou ld  have  it s  ow n RCD. Do  no t  a l low  ch i ld ren to  p la y a round the

hook-up ins ta l la t ion o r s upp ly cab le  o r a l low  them  to  conne ct  o r d is conne ct  s upp l ie s .

A t  C lub  Site s  the  s upp ly cab le  p lug  is  s imp ly a  push f it  in to  the  bo l la rd  s ocke t , but  you w il l  f ind

some  s ite s  w ith  hook-ups  tha t  re qu ire  the  p lug  to  be  pushed in  and then tw is ted . W ith  th is  type

o f hook-up a  but ton ha s  to  be  pre s s ed  to  re le a se  the  s upp ly cab le  p lug .

  
Y our supply  cable
The  s ocke t  out le t  o f the  C lub ’s  s ite  hook-up po ints  complie s  w ith  the  B rit is h  Standa rd  BS EN

60309-2. Y our conne ct ing  le ad  w il l  ne ed  a  p lug  to  ma tch th is  s ocke t  out le t  and  a  conne cto r to

ma tch the  in le t  to  your un it , bo th complying  w ith  BS EN  60309-2. Such le ads  now  come  supp l ie d

w ith  new  ca ravans  and moto rhomes  cons t ructed  unde r the  Na t iona l Ca ravan Counci l  (NCC)

approva l s chem e , but  s u itab le  le ads  f it te d  w ith  the  appropria te  b lue  p lug  and s ocke t  a re

ava i la b le  from  m os t  camping  o r ca ravan dea le rs , the se  conne ct ing  le ads  mus t  be  PVC/PVC

fle xib le  cab le , w ith  thre e  co re s , e a ch co re  be ing  2.5mm sq  cros s  s e ct iona l a re a  (CSA) to  be  ab le

to  cope  w ith  a  typ ica l 16A  conne ct ion demand. It  is  common how eve r to  f ind  le s s e r cab le s  w he re

each co re  is  on ly 1.5mm sq  CSA . Th is  can be  confirmed on the  oute r PVC cove ring  o f the  cab le

w he re  it  s hou ld  be  ma rked.  W hicheve r type  o f cab le  you use  w e  h igh ly re commend you fu l ly

unw ind  it  to  a l low  any no rma l hea t  bu i ld  up  to  d is apa te  and avo id  ove rhea t ing  o f the  cab le  and

pos s ib le  dam age .

The  maximum cab le  le ngth o f 25 me tre s  s hou ld  ensure  it  can re a ch the  s upp ly bo l la rd  a t  mos t

s ite s  in  the  U K. A lw ays  unco i l  the  s upp ly cab le  fu l ly to  avo id  it  ove rhea t ing  on a  cab le  re e l. The

use  o f a  s e cond cab le  is  no t  re commended, but  i f  i t  is  us ed  it  mus t  be  f it te d  w ith  the  s ame  BS

EN  60309-2 s tanda rd  p lug  and conne cto r. 

The  conne ct ion be tw een the  tw o  cab le s  s hou ld  be  ra is ed  o ff the  ground by the  use  o f a  proprie ty

jo in ing  cove r. Taped cab le  jo ints  and o rd ina ry 13A  househo ld  p lugs  and s ocke ts  mus t  no t  be

used unde r any circums tance s . The  cab le  is  no rma lly co loured  o range  s o  tha t  it  is  vis ib le  and

avo ids  be ing  damaged by gra s s  cut t ing  and o the r a ct ivit ie s  on s ite .

A lthough the  e le ct rica l s tanda rds  requ ire  a  25m  cab le  w ith  a  CSA  o f

2.5mm sq  the se  a re  ra re ly ava i la b le  fo r s a le  s o  i f  you mus t  ge t  a

1.5mm sq  CSA  w ith  on ly 15m  o f cab le  cons ide r the  fo l low ing:

Have  an add it iona l cab le  fo r p it che s  more  than 15m  apa rt  (s e e

no te  above )

Ge t  a  w a te rproo f conne cto r to  jo in  the se  tw o  cab le s  toge the r

s a fe ly

Fu l ly unw ind  cab le  from  s to rage  re e l be fo re  use

Reduce  pow e r consumpt ion a s  the  1.5mm sq  CSA  cab le  is  no t  a s

capab le  o f s us ta in ing  maximum e le ct rica l pow e r usage  on a

ca ravan o r mo to rhome  w ithout  the  cab le  ove rhea t ing

A lw ays  make  sure  it  ha s  RCD and MCB  pro te ct ion a s  a  m in imum

C onnecting up
W hen you a re  re ady to  conne ct  to  your hook-up, make  sure  the  RCD is  in  the  o ff pos it ion and

then conne ct  your hook-up to  your un it . O n ly then shou ld  you conne ct  to  the  camps ite  hook-up

out le t . It  is  good pra ct ice  to  che ck the  ope ra t ion o f the  s a fe ty RCD device  be fo re  turn ing  on your

app l iance s  by sw itch ing  on the  RCD and pre s s ing  the  te s t  but ton. I f i t  fa i ls  to  ope ra te  the



A  p ro p rietary mains  tes ter can  be us efu l
when  camp ing  ab ro ad

s ys tem  w il l  need  to  be  che cked by a  s u itab ly qua l i f ie d

pe rs on. As  an e xt ra  che ck – e spe cia l ly i f  you a re

cam ping  abroad – you can p lug  a  proprie ta ry ma ins

te s te r in to  a  s ocke t  to  che ck the  po la rity o f the  s upp ly

and the  pre sence  o f an e a rth  conne ct ion (s ee  Camping

on the  cont inent).

 
D isconnecting
W hen you a re  re ady to  le ave , sw itch o ff the  RCD in  your un it .

D is conne ct  the  cab le  from  the  hook-up out le t  s ocke t  on the

bo l la rd  and then rem ove  the  cab le  from  your un it . O w ne rs  o f

mo to rhom es  mus t  no t  le ave  the ir hook-up cab le  conne cted  to

the  s ite  bo l la rd  a s  a  ma rke r fo r an occup ied  p it ch w hen

tempora ri ly o ff s ite . I f you w ant  to  ma rk your p it ch w ith  the

cab le , d is conne ct  it  f irs t .

Loss o f supply
O n C lub  Site s , any lo s s  o f s upp ly s hou ld  be  repo rted  to  the  Ho l iday Site  Manage r a s  s oon a s

pos s ib le . I f the  lo s s  o f s upp ly is  be cause  you have  ove rloaded the  circu it  o r m isused your

equ ipment  the re  may be  a  cha rge  fo r re s to ring  your e le ct ricity s upp ly. P le a se  do  no t  a s k s ite

s ta ff to  a t tend to  hook-ups  be fo re  9am  o r a fte r 8pm  un le s s  it  is  an eme rgency.

O n  other s ites
Not  a l l  camps ite s  a re  run to  the  s ame  h igh s tanda rds  a s  those  o f the  C lub , but  a l l  s hou ld  have

the ir e le ct rica l s upp ly che cked ea ch yea r and ho ld  a  ce rt i f ica te  s how ing  the  s upp ly ha s  had it s

annua l inspe ct ion. I f in  doubt  about  a  hook-up, s peak to  the  s ite  ow ne r be fo re  conne ct ing  up.

H ow  m uch  pow er?



Mos t  C lub  s ite s  a re  ab le  to  provide  a  16A  e le ct rica l s upp ly, but  s ome  a re  l im ite d  to  s upp lying

10A . Ce rt i f ica ted  Site s  and o the r camps ite s ’ s upp l ie s  maybe  e ven more  l im it ing , pe rhaps

provid ing  a s  l i t t le  a s  5A . In  compa ris on, a  mode rn domes t ic kit chen typ ica l ly ha s  a  pow e r s upp ly

o f 20A , p lus  a  s epa ra te  e le ct ric cooke r s upp ly and a  l ight ing  s upp ly. Hence , w hen camping, to

keep w ith in  the  l im its  o f the  camps ite  s upp ly and pre vent  a  lo s s  o f s upp ly i f  a  circu it  b re ake r

t rips , you need to  be  ca re fu l about  the  app l iance s  you use  and how  many you use  a t  one  t im e .

Y ou need to  ensure  the  to ta l ra ted  w a t tage  (ra ted  pow e r) o f e qu ipment  sw itched on a t  any one

t ime  is  le s s  than the  pow e r s upp l ie d  to  you. Pow e r (in  W ) =  vo ltage  (in  V ) x current  (in  A ), s o  fo r

a  10A  hook-up, 230V  x 10A  =  2300W , hence  2,300W  (2.3kW ) o f pow e r can be  supp l ie d  to  your

un it . A t  a  16A  s ite  th is  ris e s  to  3.68kW . Pa rt icu la rly bew a re  o f us ing  o rd ina ry domes t ic ke t t le s

tha t  can draw  10A  o r more  on the ir ow n. Spe cia l low  w a t tage  ke t t le s  and o the r e qu ipment  a re

ava i la b le  from  camping  and ca ravan dea le rs . M icrow ave  ovens  can a ls o  pre sent  prob lems  – e ven

though they may be  adve rt is ed  a s  (fo r e xample ) 800W , the  input  ope ra t ing  pow e r requ irement ,

pa rt icu la rly on s ta rt -up , may be  up  to  tw ice  th is .

Even though you may have  a  16A  hook-up, the  pow e r s ocke ts  in  your ca ravan o r mo to rhome  may

be  pro te cted  by a  circu it  b re ake r o f jus t  10A . U sua l ly the re  is  ano the r one  o r more  circu it s  ra ted

a t  pe rhaps  6A  o r 10A , w hich cove rs  the  l ight ing  circu it  and  pos s ib ly s ome  o the r bu i lt -in  e le ct rica l

e qu ipment . I f in  doubt  consu lt  your handbook o r conta ct  your dea le r.

The  supp ly on C lub  Site s  (and mos t  o the r camps ite s ) is  de s igned on the  ba s is  o f d ive rs ity s o  the

ma in s ite  s upp ly is  gea red  up  to  an ave rage  e le ct rica l us age , no t  a l l  hook-ups  taking  16A  a t  one

t ime . Jus t  o cca s iona l ly, i f  a  co ld  s pe l l  o ccurs  a t  t imes  o f h igh occupancy and a l l  us e rs  sw itch on

e le ct rica l hea te rs  and ke t t le s  a t  the  s ame  t ime , you may suffe r re duced pow e r o r e ven a  pow e r

cut , s o  it  is  impo rtant  to  us e  e le ct ricity re spons ib ly. 

 
E lectrical consum ption  table
This  tab le  s how s  how  many w a t ts  (W ) and amps  (A ) no rma l app l iance s  may requ ire . It  is  on ly a

gu ide  and the  pow e r ra t ings  ma rked on your app l iance s  s hou ld  be  used  w he reve r pos s ib le .

A p p liance Po w er (W ) C urrent (A )

Do me s tic ke tt le 2 ,0 0 0  8 .7

H ig h -s p e e d  ke tt le 3 ,0 0 0 1 3 .0

 Iro n 1 ,3 0 0  5 .6

C a mp in g  ke tt le 7 5 0  3 .3

M icro w a ve  o ve n  8 0 0 W  co o kin g  p o w e r 1 ,0 0 0  4 .4

Do me s tic fa n  h e a te r 1 kW 1 ,0 0 0  4 .4

Do me s tic fa n  h e a te r 2 kW 2 ,0 0 0  8 .7

Tru ma  w a te r h e a te r 8 5 0  3 .7

Tru ma  w a te r h e a te r 1 ,3 0 0  5 .6

C a mp in g  fa n  h e a te r 7 5 0  3 .3

LC D TV 4 5  0 .2

Re frig e ra to r 1 3 5  0 .6

Ba tte ry ch a rg e r 1 0 0  0 .4

Ba tte ry ch a rg e r 3 0 0  1 .3

Ha ir d rye r 6 0 0  2 .6

Ha ir d rye r 1 5 0 0  5 .2



Us ing  a p ro p rietary electric ho o k-up
device in  a ten t

To a s te r 9 0 0  3 .9

 

E lectric ity  in  ten ts and aw n ings
U K w iring  regu la t ions  requ ire  s pe cia l measure s  i f

e le ct ricity is  to  be  used  in  outdoo r lo ca t ions  and a s

cond it ions  in  te nt  and aw nings  can o ften be  damp and

a ffe cted  by condensa t ion, it  is  on ly s ens ib le  to  ta ke

spe cia l measure s  in  the se  s itua t ions .

De ta i ls  o f the  ha za rds  and w ays  o f m in im is ing  the  ris ks

a re  out l ined  in  the  C lub  le a fle t  U s ing  E le ct ricity in

Tents . The  im portant  th ing  to  remembe r is  tha t  w a te r

and e le ct ricity do  no t  m ix. Even sma ll amounts  o f

w a te r o r condensa t ion in  conjunct ion w ith  an e le ct rica l

s upp ly w il l  re su lt  in  a  ris k o f nu is ance  t ripp ing , f ire  o r

e le ct ro cut ion. Keep a l l  e le ct rica l e qu ipment  o ff the  ground and be  prepa red  to  s top  us ing

e le ct ricity w hen cond it ions  a re  damp. U se  e le ct ricity on ly w hen s omeone  is  p re s ent  and unp lug

app l iance s  and rep la ce  the  cove rs  ove r the  s ocke t  out le ts  w hen you le ave  the  tent .

Be cause  o f the se  s pe cia l cond it ions  it  is  e s s ent ia l to  us e  a  proprie ta ry e le ct ric hook-up device ,

manufa ctured  s pe cif ica l ly fo r te nt  hook-ups . The se  device s  have  one , tw o  o r thre e  domes t ic-s tyle

thre e -p in  s ocke t  out le ts  and a  cont ro l box w ith  s a fe ty fe a ture s  inco rpo ra t ing  m in ia ture  circu it

b re ake rs  (MCBs ) and a  re s idua l circu it  b re ake r (RCD). Do  no t  fo rge t  to  te s t  the  RCD ea ch t ime

you conne ct  up . It s  w o rth no t ing  the  cab le  w il l  l ike ly be  the  low e r grade  1.5mm sq  CSA  and on ly

be  15m  long s o  cons ide ra t ion s hou ld  be  made  fo r p it ch ing  and e le ct rica l pow e r consumpt ion.

A lw ays  unw ind  the  cab le  fu l ly be fo re  use .

R e me mbe r a lso  tha t most a pplia nce s you use  w ill ha ve  be e n de signe d for the  dome stic

e nvironme nt a nd ma y the re fore  be  vulne ra ble  to  conde nsa tion.

 
M ain tenance
Mos t  new  ca ravans  and moto rhomes  w il l  ca rry a  thre e -yea r Na t iona l Ca ravan Counci l  a pprova l

ce rt i f ica te  cove ring  the  e le ct rica l ins ta l la t ion. How eve r, s ome  imported  ca ravans  and mos t  t ra i le r

tents  w il l  no t  ca rry any kind  o f ce rt i f ica t ion. The  C lub  s t rong ly re commends  you have  the se  un it s

che cked and a l l  ma ins  e le ct ricity ins ta l la t ions  s hou ld  be  inspe cted  regu la rly by a  qua l i f ie d

e le ct rica l te chn ician.

The  E le ct rica l Sa fe ty Counci l  re commends  ca ravans  s hou ld  unde rgo  te s t ing  w ith  an E le ct rica l

Ins ta l la t ion Cond it ion Repo rt  (EICR) a t  le a s t  once  e ve ry thre e  yea rs . Approved W orkshops  a re

qua l i f ie d  to  unde rtake  th is  che ck, but  i f  your ca ravan o r mo to rhome  dea le r doe s  no t  have  a

su itab ly qua l i f ie d  pe rs on to  provide  a  EICR then conta ct  e ithe r the  Na t iona l Inspe ct ion Counci l

fo r E le ct rica l Ins ta l la t ion Cont ra ct ing  o r the  E le ct rica l Sa fe ty Counci l  fo r a  l is t  o f s u itab le

pe rs onne l in  your a re a .



A  two -p in  Eu ro pean  adap ter cab le

T he  C lub doe s not re quire  the  production o f a n EIC R  ce rtifica te  w ith a ny kind o f ca mping

unit but re comme nds me mbe rs obta in one .

C am ping on  the con tinen t
Camping  in  Europe  can o ffe r a  few  add it iona l cha l le nge s  to

U K cam pe rs . Fo rtuna te ly, w ith  the  com ing o f s tanda rd is a t ion

w ith in  the  European U nion, vo ltage  supp ly prob lems  a re

few e r than be fo re .

In  gene ra l m ode rn U K  app l iance s  w il l  w o rk in  Europe  e ven

w he re  a  220V  supp ly is  the  no rm .

The  ava i la b le  pow e r from  cont inenta l hook-up po ints  w i l l

o fte n be  le s s  than the  U K  and a  s upp ly a s  l i t t le  a s  5A  o r 6A

is  common.

Even though the  b lue  p lug  and hook-up s ocke ts  w e  use  in  the  U K  a re  to  a  European s tanda rd ,

many cont inenta l s ite s  s t i l l  have  o ld  s tyle  tw o-p in  hook-ups  o r a  m ixture  o f mode rn and o ld

type s . In  gene ra l the re  a re  tw o  type s  o f o ld-s tyle  s ocke ts , bo th have  the  tw o-p in  a rrangement ,

but  they d iffe r in  how  the  e a rth  conne ct ion is  made . Conne ct ing  to  the se  o ld-s tyle  s ocke ts  is

re la t ive ly e a sy w ith  the  use  o f a  cont inenta l adapte r le ad , w hich is  re ad i ly a va i la b le  in  camping

and ca ravan a cce s so ry s hops .

The  adapte r w i l l  no rm a lly come  w ith  tw o  p ins  and s ocke t  fo r an e a rth  p in , s u itab le  fo r the  o ld

French-s tyle  s ocke ts  and a ls o  s ide  e a rth  s t rips , making  it  s u itab le  fo r o ld  Ge rman-s tyle  s ocke ts .

W he the r the  s ite  provide s  mode rn o r a  tw o-p in  conne ct ion, the re  is  a lw ays  the  pos s ib i l i t y tha t

the  e le ct rica l s upp ly w il l  be  w ired  d iffe rent ly (doub le -po le ) w he re  bo th l ive  and neut ra l a re

d is conne cted  w ith  the  sw itch, un l ike  mos t  U K  w iring  w he re  on ly the  l ive  w ire  is  d is conne cted

(s ing le -po le ). I f the  l ive  w ire  is  p re s ented  to  your e le ct rica l conne ct ion on the  neut ra l s ide , th is

is  know n a s  re ve rs ed  po la rity (s e e  ins e t  box). Mos t  mode rn e le ct rica l s upp ly un it s  w i l l  have  a

bu i lt  in  te s te r o the rw is e  a  proprie ta ry ma ins  te s te r can be  bought  fo r a  sma ll co s t  tha t  can be

p lugged into  a  s ocke t  and w il l  s how  up re ve rs e  po la rity and ident ify o the r prob lems  w ith  e a rth

conne ct ions . Shou ld  you have  ind ica t ion o f an e a rth  prob lem  – w he the r in  Europe  o r in  the  U K  –

you shou ld  no t  us e  the  hook-up supp ly.

If fa ced  w ith  a  re ve rs e  po la rity s itua t ion it  is  pos s ib le  to  make  up  a  s ho rt  adapte r le ad  to  dea l

w ith  re ve rs e  po la rity, w he re  the  w iring  w ith in  one  end o f the  le ad  is  re ve rs ed. Y ou shou ld  on ly

prepa re  s uch an adapte r i f  you a re  s uff icie nt ly compe tent . Make  sure  tha t  the  adapte r is  cle a rly

ma rked to  ind ica te  tha t  the  w iring  is  re ve rs ed.

R everse po larity  explained
This  is  a  s itua t ion w he re  the  l ive  cab le  is  conne cted  to  the  neut ra l s ide  o f the  circu it . In  a  s ing le -

po le  circu it  found in  the  U K  in  o lde r ins ta l la t ions  on ly the  l ive  is  d is conne cted  w hen the  use r

sw itche s  the  s ocke t  o ff. The  neut ra l can s t i l l  a l low  current  to  f low . So  w hen the  conne ct ions  a re

re ve rs ed  the  s upp ly can f low  even w hen the  s ocke t  sw itch is  o ff. O n a  mode rn doub le -po le

ins ta l la t ion th is  is  no t  a  prob lem , how eve r it  is  a lw ays  w o rthw hile  unp lugg ing  items  tha t  have

exposed e lem ents  s uch a s  toa s te rs  and e le ct ric f ire s .

 



An  inverter

A  generato r p ro vid ing  po wer to  a
caravan

 
12 V  supply
Mos t  ca ravans  and moto rhomes  have  a  12V  supp ly from  a  le is ure  ba t te ry o r a  s upp ly un it  tha t

conve rts  a  s upp ly to  a  nom ina l 12V . W hile  12V  provide s  a  vo ltage  tha t  s hou ld  no t  cause  a

fa ta l ity from  an e le ct ric s hock it  s t i l l  ha s  the  po tent ia l to  cause  ha rm . The  ma in ha za rd  is  from

ove rload ing  supp ly cab le s . Th is  cause s  hea t  to  be  gene ra ted  and cou ld  le ad  to  a  f ire . A lw ays

che ck the  pow e r ra t ing  o f any equ ipment  to  be  conne cted  to  a  12V  s ocke t  fo r compa t ib i l i t y and

consu lt  your dea le r be fo re  a lte ring  12V  w iring  circu it s  un le s s  you a re  compe tent  to  do  s o .

Invertors
W hen you do  no t  have  a cce s s  to  a  230V  ma ins  hook-up you

can use  an inve rto r to  provide  a  230V  supp ly from  your 12V

ba t te ry.

How eve r, a  230V  ma ins  app l iance  taking  a  1A  supp ly from  an

inve rto r w i l l  re qu ire  20A  from  the  ba t te ry, w hich can cause

the  ba t te ry to  d is cha rge  rap id ly and ove rload  the  12V  w iring

sys tem . It  is  a ls o  impo rtant  to  remembe r to  ta ke  the  s ame

sa fe ty pre caut ions  w ith  a  230V  supp ly from  an inve rto r a s  w ith  a  no rma l 230V  ma ins  s upp ly.

 

G enerators
A  gene ra to r can be  used  to  provide  a  230V  supp ly w he re  a

hook-up is  no t  a va i la b le , but  th is  route  is  no t  w ithout  it s

draw backs  and s a fe ty is s ue s .

Gene ra l ly the  le a s t  e xpens ive  gene ra to rs  w il l  be  the  no is ie s t

un it s , but  e ven the  qu ie te s t  gene ra to rs  us ed  on a  qu ie t

t ranqu i l  s ite  o r a t  n ight  can cause  d is turbance  to  your

ne ighbours . C lub  po l icy is  tha t  gene ra to rs  may on ly be  used

a t  the  d is cre t ion o f the  Ho l iday Site  Manage r o r the  Stew a rd

on a  mee t  o r ra l ly f ie ld .

Cheape r gene ra to rs  may cause  e le ct rica l s p ike s  o r s urge s  in

vo ltage  tha t  can re su lt  in  damage  to  the  ca ravan ’s  s ens it ive

e le ct ron ic cont ro l s ys tems . A l low ing  gene ra to rs  to  run fo r a

w hile  to  w a rm  up be fo re  conne ct ing  can s ome t imes  a l le via te

th is  p rob lem , but  it  is  be t te r to  buy a  gene ra to r w ith  the

te chno logy to  provide  a  smoo th surge -fre e  e le ct rica l s upp ly.

A  gene ra to r m us t  a lw ays  be  used  outs ide  be cause  o f the

dange r from  exhaus t  and ca rbon monoxide . A lw ays  p la ce  it  dow nw ind and make  sure  the  fum es

do  no t  go  d ire ct ly in to  o the r camping  un it s . Y ou w il l  p robab ly need to  have  a  vent i la ted  hous ing

to  s h ie ld  it  from  ra in  and he lp  keep the  no is e  d is turbance  low . Do  no t  fo rge t  the  e xhaus t  end o f

the  gene ra to r w i l l  ge t  ve ry ho t  and can be  a  ha za rd  to  ch i ld ren and an ima ls  and g ive  ris k o f f ire  i f

i t  is  nea r long  gra s s  o r o the r f lammable  ma te ria l.



Norma l e le ct rica l s a fe ty pre caut ions  a re  s t i l l  vita l a s  230V  is  be ing  gene ra ted , but  the re  is  the

add it iona l complica t ion tha t  a  gene ra to r may no t  be  compa t ib le  w ith  a  ca ravan supp ly s ys tem  a s

the  gene ra to r m ay no t  have  an e a rthed  supp ly a s  provided  by a  convent iona l hook-up. Be fo re

proceed ing  w ith  a  gene ra to r purchase , s peak to  your gene ra to r s upp l ie r and  ca ravan dea le r.

 
F inally
I f you need furthe r gene ra l in fo rma t ion about  us ing  e le ct ricity on s ite  you can conta ct  the  C lub ’s

Te chn ica l He lp l ine . Fo r de ta i le d  in fo rma t ion about  the  s u itab i l i ty o r s a fe ty o f your un it ’s  e le ct rica l

ins ta l la t ion o r app l iance s  ge t  advice  from  a  te chn ician a t  an Approved W orkshop o r a  qua l i f ie d

e le ct rician be fo re  go ing  to  your next  camps ite .

If you ha ve  fe e dba ck on our ne w  forma t Da ta she e t, p le a se  le t us know , using our short

Fe e dba ck Form.



W eb :W eb : The  Camping  and Ca ravanning  C lub

Greenf ie lds  House , 
W estw ood W ay , 
Covent ry  
CV4 8JH

Tel:Te l: 024 7647 5442

W eb :W eb : Te chn ica l he lp  and advice  from  the  C lub

F or free  he lp and adv ic e  fo r members  c hec k out  t he  He lp and Adv ic e  pages  on t he  C lub 
w ebs it e , ema il us  on t e c ht a lk@ the friend ly c lub.c o .uk

Tel:Te l: 024 7647 5282

W eb :W eb : Approved W orkshop Scheme

Caravan and mot orhome  se rv ic e  and repa ir

Tel:Te l: 01252 796055

W eb :W eb : The  Na t iona l Ca ravan Counci l

T rade  body  fo r t he  Ca ravan and mot orhome  indust ry  in t he  UK

W eb :W eb : Na t iona l Inspe ct ion Counci l  fo r E le ct rica l Ins ta l la t ion Cont ra ct ing

Nat iona l inspec t ion c ounc il fo r e le c t ric a l ins t a lla t ions

Tel:Te l: 0870 013 0382

W eb :W eb : Ele ct rica l Sa fe ty Counci l

Ensuring t ha t  eve ryone  in t he  UK unde rs t ands  t he  import anc e  o f  e le c t ric a l sa fe t y  and t ha t
t h is  rema ins  a  prio rit y  fo r c onsumers , t rade  and gove rnment .

Tel:Te l: 020 3463 5100

G lo ssaryG lo ssary

VV

Vo lt s , t he  s t andard measurement  o f  e le c t ric a l vo lt age

AA

Amps, t he  s t andard measurement  o f  e le c t ric a l c urrent

WW

W at t s , t he  s t andard measurement  o f  e le c t ric a l pow er

M C BM C B

M inia t ure  C irc uit  Breake r, des igned t o  limit  t he  c urrent  you c an draw  from t he  c amps it e  supply , pro t e c t ing t he

c amps it e  c ab ling

RC DRC D

Res idua l Current  Dev ic e , des igned t o  c ut  o f f  t he  e le c t ric it y  supply  if  a  fault  oc c urs

C o ntactsC o ntacts




