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How it’salldone

For one week every year. the MIRA proving ground
becomes our base [or Britains biggest and best towcar
test programme. Here's how the tests are do
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What makes a good towcar?
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Emergency lane-change

Each car mast tow theough theee
gates, swerving wiolesntly belwsen
therm a8 il might 1O aeoed an obsiachs,
Thres runs are made at moreasing
speeds. The ATC stability systern fithed
1o the caravan s Ao chassis & used
f0 mEaiure he foroes acting o tha
caravan in this mardeuyme and when
slowing fraem TOmph I narmsal wse
ATC would apply the carasan's brakes
S0 reduce sty DUt hor our tests
this function & dizablsd o glys a true
piciure of e car's bowing ability

enging size or pealk power =it's
torg e |wisting foree) that really
eounis, Cars with plenty ol
torgque don't need $obe revved
hard for strong performance, but
are usually at thelr best inthe
middle of the rev range. Diesels
are often best, affering plenty of

torgue with good fusl econormy.

In association with -=h

Stromg brakes are & st too
Although earavans have brakes
of their own, a lot of extra weight
is transferred to the back of the
car when stopping in e hurry

Hasabe=free hill starts desmarnd
a parking hrake with good bite,
ahlld-wu:i:l_gc‘luld'l.. E||Erl1.':|r-nr
torguwe and 2 wellchosen first

Acceleration tests

=t
Each car is frmed acosesabing from

ICHE0mph. 25 vou might when
joinéng a motorway, IFs a far mone
refenvaEnT measune of 8 canrs iowing
ability than acceleration Trom a
tlarding start. Two runs ane mace
in opposite directions to accoun
far wirg skrength and direction

gear. Four-wheel drive helps,
eanerially in slippery conditions,
bt there are planty of great
two=wheel-drive towoars

Be sure to check the car's legal
towing limit. This 18 often higher
than B5% of the berbweight of
the car, bul pot always. Ifit's
bower, stick to the legal Hmit
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The lang=time editer
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hain Geddes

| D head praciicality

B judpe and senssr bechnical
achisor at the Camping
ard Caravanning Cluby

Ban Hewlett

The dislr's technical
manager and the
nEwest aiditen is
aur gl ng panel

Stewe Huntingford
M Cairs edRoral
Whal Cav?, ha i
Fitdpanalie fad s Fghe
pErflormante esis

Nigel Hutson
A, |Helang araanner and
farmer pelios Clidd 1
driver, who has been

2 judge since 2007

David Motion

Farmir edibor af Whar
Car? and Sractical
Caravan. Tows with dozens
of cars each yoar

Sue Taylor

Siae ows caravans and
norsebomes and i feabunes
eciiny of Camping and
Caravarvdig

Thanks to...

‘We'd liloe to thank Adrmiral Fire
Extinguishers. AHD for assistance
in providing stabslity data, Milerco
far the koan of iowing mimors and
adaptors, and Witker for assistance
in checking the towbals and
elecirics. In particular, we'd like o
thank the voluntssrs from the
Carrging and Caravanning Club
whio make the tests possibie,
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